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B-3321 - B-3333 1850-1867 
4-48 E. Cross St. (North side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The pair of houses at 4-6 E. Cross St. was originally built as a pair of 
two story plus attic, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, but 4 E. Cross 
St. has been enlarged and is now three stories in height with a shed roof and 
bracketed cornice. 8 E. Cross St. is a small, two story, gable-roofed house typical 
of the type built on nearby Patapsco St. in the 1850's. 10 and 12-38 E. Cross St. 
are all three story, two bay wide, brick houses with gable roofs that serve a 
mixed commercial/residential purpose. The houses were built both just before and 
just after the Civil War by John S. Gittings and George Williamson, who each 
built alternating pairs of similar houses. 26-28 and 38 E. Cross St. have had 
their original gable roofs rebuilt as shed roofs and 38 E. Cross St. has a bracketed 
cornice. 46 E. Cross St. is a three story, two bay wide brick house with shed 
roof and bracketed cornice whose first floor area is currently being converted 
to a shopfront. 48 E. Cross St. is a two story, two bay wide, brick house with 
shed roof and bracketed cornice which has recently been converted to modern shopfront 
space. 
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This three story, two bay brick building with shed roof and metal cornice 
represents either an enlargement or replacement of the original gable roofed 
house that was built on this site in the 1850's. The first floor area has been 
converted into a store-front. The building is currently in the process of being 
renovated. 

The building is three stories in height, 13 1/2' wide, and occupies a lot 
about 31' deep. The building is one long room deep and there is a one story high, 
one bay deep frame rear addition. The building is constructed in running bond. 
The shed roof is capped by a stamped sheet metal cornice consisting of a deeply 
projecting crown molding set above a plain freize area. The cornice is framed 
and supported by two end brackets, the upper edges of which terminate in plain, 
rounded "anthemions." There is a single covered chimney located along the 
east side of the rear section of the roof. 

The second and third floor window openings have segmentally arched brick 
lintels with solid wood tympanums. The sills are brick header sills. The second 
floor windows are filled with new 15-light French doors that open out onto a new 
wrought iron balcony which extends across the entire width of the facade at the 
second floor level. The third floor windows are filled with new 6/6 sash. The 
first floor area has been converted into a store-front. A glass and panel door 
set beneath a single light transom is located in the westernmost bay, flanked 
by a plate glass window set on a wood paneled base, with a wide transom light 
set above the window. A simple wooden cornice, consisting of a deeply projecting 
crown molding supported by three new grooved brackets, extends across the entire 
width of the store-front. The entrance is reached by one stone step. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is significant as being representative of a large group of gable-roofed 

houses built in the 1840's and 1850's in the area surrounding the Cross St. Market to 

serve as combination residential/commercial structures, but which were remodeled after 

the Civil War in the currently fashionable Victorian style. The original structure 

on this site seems to have been a two story plus attic house, such as Addison built 

at 1035-1037 S. Charles St. This house, and the adjoining two houses at 48 and 50 Cross 

(now demolished), were initially rented to a variety of tenants and did not leave 

the Addison family until the 1880's. 

Baltimore City Land Records, Liber FAP 878, Folio 70; Sachse's 1858 Bird's Eye View 
of Baltimore 
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